STUDENTS  OR   SORCERER'S APPRENTICES ?
The " sorcerer's apprentice " will have a com-
petent knowledge of all the accomplishments of
psycho-analytical theory and of all that has been
said or written about the practice. He learns
everything that can be learned. But he does not
realize how much of it cannot be learned! When
he is at a loss for ideas, he will always be able to find
the right technical term. And he will abandon this
term only with the greatest reluctance, even when
the word threatens to destroy the spirit. Later on,
when he has become an analyst, he will be able to
classify each impulse in the patient as pertaining to
this or that instinctual component. He will be able
to state precisely from what complex a patient
" suffers." Towards a neurotic he will exhibit the
same sort of superiority or pitying condescension
that a doctor of a hundred years ago felt towards a
lunatic. (The times have changed. Above the gate-
way of a modern institution are inscribed the words,
" Not all who are within are insane, and not all the
insane are within.55) He will exercise the routine
and mechanics of analytic interpretation; but he
will not comprehend the meaning of it. He will
know all the trifling secrets of the language of the
unconscious, but the great mystery of the language
of unconscious minutiae will remain a mystery to
him. Without doubt, he will some day publish
casuistic theoretic essays in analytical journals;
perhaps he will even write books. Here, certainly,
his style will betray that he is no magician, perhaps
not even a magician apprentice. (If it be true that
" le style, c'est Phomme," then no one can make the
deduction that our present-day psychologists are
bad. On the contrary, most of them are good,
capable and mediocre people. Let us not imagine
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